THE AFTEBMATH OP WAR            11

few months later both the assistant and the agent ,
were tried by a military court for stealing and
were fined $90,000 and $250,000 respectively in
addition to being imprisoned.

Other property, including horses, mules, wagons,
tobacco, rice, and sugar which the natives claimed
as their own, was seized. In some places the agents
even collected delinquent Confederate taxes. Much
of the confiscable property was not sold but was
turned over to the Freedmen's Bureau1 for its sup-
port. The total amount seized cannot be satisfac-
torily ascertained. The Ku Klux minority report
asserted that 3,000,000 bales of cotton were taken,
of which the United States received only 114,000.
It is certain that, owing to the deliberate destruc-
tion of cotton by fire in 1864-65, this estimate was
too high, but all the testimony points to the fact that
the frauds were stupendous. As a result the United
States Government did not succeed in obtaining
the Confederate property to which it had a daim,
and the country itself was stripped of necessities to a
degree that left it not only destitute but outraged
and embittered. "Such practices," said Trow-
bridge, "had a pernicious effect, engendering a
contempt for the Government and a murderous

1 See pp. 89 et sea.